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“DISCOVERING” RIGHTS
WITH CHINESE CIVIL SOCIETY
Manual work at low cost gave us cheap goods, 
and the concept of cheap labor. The same way in 
which Globalization shortens economic distances 
on a global scale, it also brings together and 
interconnects the various struggles for the rights 
to decent work and decent life and thus the “the 
discovery of rights” is brought closer to economic 
development.

We see in China today increasing strikes and 
demands by workers for their rights, even if these 
mobilizations rarely find adequate answers.
A significant example of the complexity of the 
situation is the awarding of the 2010 Nobel Peace 
Prize to Liu Xiaobo “for his long and non-violent 
struggle for human rights in China.”
Liu, considered a dissident by the Chinese 
government and thus imprisoned, has 
consistently denounced the lack of respect for 
fundamental rights, and in particular the freedom 
of association guaranteed by Article 35 of the 
Chinese constitution.

ISCOS believes that the freedom of association 
is essential for human development and thus 
in 2011, started a three-year action to defend 

the right to freedom of association of Chinese 
NGOs working in the field of human rights, and in 
particular workers’ rights, with the aim of raising 
awareness among civil society and institutions.

The project, co-funded by the Europeani 
iCommission, directly concerns 40 Chinese 
NGOs and associations working in the area of the 
Yangtze River Delta, as well as six working groups 
of the local partner.
The action, which also includes a public 
awareness campaign will indirectly benefit 50 
000 people working in the delta and 500 victims 
of discrimination, providing legal advice and 
assistance.

The activities focus on capacity building through 
specific training programs for associations, 
advocacy for freedom of association and 
expression, and providing assistance to victims of 
discrimination.
Along with this, a publication of a quarterly 
magazine dedicated to the issues regarding 
association and the organization of seminars 
dedicated to create a platform for dialogue has 
been planned.
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